
 

    
 

5  Ways to Celebrate the            

Season of Creation: 
 

Watch these short videos on the        

Season of Creation.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzeVMEKKBYQ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUyee_5y0-s 

Sign up for Earthbeat’s Season of 

Creation Reflection series ‘At Home in 

Creation’. Reflections will be emailed 

every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

through Oct. 4th.  https://www.ncronline.org/feature-

series/earthbeat/at-home-in-creation/stories 

Pick one single-use plastic item you use 

every day and permanently replace it with 

one that is sustainable. Replace plastic 

water bottles with one made from stainless 

steel or glass. Or how about trying a 

bamboo toothbrush?  Find reusable 

substitutes for Ziploc bags.                                            

Don’t forget to recycle!!! 

Plant a tree!!   Consider adding one of 

these small natives to your yard:                                      

Alleghany Serviceberry, Eastern Redbud                                         

Sargent Crabapple (disease resistant cultivar)     
https://www.arborday.org/trees/planting/ 

Support pollinators and sequester carbon: 

add Fall blooming native perennials such 

as Golden Rod, Black-eyed Susans, 

Agastache or Purple coneflowers to your 

Mary Garden. Don’t forget native grasses! 
https://thebackyardpros.com/best-garden-plants-for-carbon-capture/ 
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A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of God                                                                                               

Pope Francis Invites us to Celebrate the Season of Creation                                                             

September 1st – October 4th    

The Season of Creation is a monthlong, prayerful observance that calls the planet's 2.2 billion Christians                                   

to pray, act and care for God's creation.  

“The Psalmist proclaims “the Earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.”  Every creature belongs to the Earth community  and the 

entire community belongs to the Creator. A Greek word for this Earth community is oikos. Oikos is the root of the word 

oikoumene, or ecumenical, which describes our ‘common home’, as Pope Francis calls it in Laudato Si’. Our common home, 

the Earth belongs to God, and each beloved creature belongs to this common oikos. By rooting our theme in the concept of 

oikos, we point to the integral web of relationships that sustain the wellbeing of the Earth. The word ecology (oikologia) 

describes the relationships between animals, plants, non-sentient organisms and minerals that each play a vital role in 

maintaining the balance of this beloved community. Each creature is important and contributes to the health and resilience of 

the biodiverse ecosystem in which it lives. 

Humans belong in the right relationship within this Earth community. We are made from the same stuff of the Earth, and are 

cared for by our co-creatures and the land. Human relationships also have ecological significance. Economic (oikonomia), 

social and political relationships affect the balance of creation. Everything that we fabricate, use and produce has its origin in 

the Earth, whether mineral, plant or animal based. Our habits of consuming energy and goods affect the resilience of planetary 

systems, and the capacity of the Earth to heal itself and sustain life. Economic and political relationships have direct effects 

on the human family and the more-than human members of God’s oikos. Genesis 2.15 reminds us that among our co-creatures, 

the Creator has given humans a special vocation to tend and keep the oikos of God. Sustaining just ecological, social, economic 

and political relationships requires our faith, reason and wisdom. By faith, we join the Psalmist in remembering that we are 

not stewards of an inanimate creation, but caretakers within a dynamic and living community of creation. We are called not to 

dominate, but to safeguard. By reason, we discern how best to safeguard conditions for life, and create economic, technological 

and political architectures that are rooted in the ecological limits of our common home. Through wisdom we pay careful 

attention to natural systems and processes, to inherited and indigenous traditions, and to God’s revelation in word and Spirit.                                                                                                                                                                        

 For centuries, humans (anthropoi) have ordered our lives and economies according to the logic of markets rather than the 

limits of the Earth. This false logic exploits the oikos of God, and makes creation a means to economic or political ends. The 

current exploitation of land, plants, animals and minerals for profit results in the loss of habitats that are homes for millions of 

species, including humans whose homes are at risk due to climate conflict, loss and damage. Reason tells us that in this 

anthropocene age, ecological and social disintegration and exclusion cause the current climate crisis and accelerate ecological 

instability. Wisdom equips us to find the answers, and pathways to build green economies of life and just political systems 

that would sustain life for the planet and people. Faith gives us trust that God’s Spirit is constantly renewing the face of the 
Earth. Within this horizon of hope, our baptismal call frees us to return to our human vocation to till and keep God’s garden. 

In Christ, God calls us to participate in renewing the whole inhabited Earth, safeguarding a place for every creature, and reform 

just relationships among all creation. During this liturgical Season of Creation, the ecumenical Christian family calls every 

household and society to repent and reshape our political, social and economic systems towards just, sustainable economies 

of life, which respect the life-giving ecological limits of our common home. “          https://seasonofcreation.org/   

  

Tips for 

September 

   

Sample Fall Garden:              
Blue Grama Grass     

Little Bluestem  

Agastache                

Blue Salvia           

Black-eyed Susan   

Purple Coneflower 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzeVMEKKBYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUyee_5y0-s
https://www.ncronline.org/feature-series/earthbeat/at-home-in-creation/stories
https://www.ncronline.org/feature-series/earthbeat/at-home-in-creation/stories
https://www.arborday.org/trees/planting/
https://thebackyardpros.com/best-garden-plants-for-carbon-capture/
https://seasonofcreation.org/


 

 In The News 

Meaningful Maintenance: Fall Clean-up 

with Positive Impact     
https://nativeplantherald.prairienursery.com/2019/09/meaningful-

maintenancefall-clean-up-with-positive-impact/ 

Season of Creation 2021: A focus on 

dialogue through hospitality   
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-08/season-of-creation-

2021-a-focus-on-dialogue-through-hospitality.html 

 EarthBeat Weekly: Climate change is 

the most critical environmental justice 

issue facing the world today  
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/earthbeat-weekly-climate-

change-most-critical-environmental-justice-issue-facing 

As climate change intensifies, how might 

Laudato Si' guide community 

responses?    
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/climate-change-intensifies-how-

might-laudato-si-guide-community-

responses?fbclid=IwAR08vuIxiksJKpbFJqJXV1j1P_bFbakJsBZBYomnzs

qDg93l3cnQv7FQSnA 

Colorado River Water Shortage 

Declared for First Time in History   
https://www.ecowatch.com/the-hoover-dam-on-the-colorado-river-

2654694024.html 

Grandma taught me what it means to 

live out Laudato Si'    
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/grandma-taught-me-what-it-

means-live-out-laudato-si 

Four Franciscan practices to help us  

'see differently'     
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/faith-seeking-understanding/four-

franciscan-practices-help-us-see-differently 

Notre Dame's Sakimoto: Church    has 

'profound' role in addressing         

climate crisis                 
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/notre-dames-sakimoto-church-

has-profound-role-addressing-climate-crisis 

Light Pollution Linked to Nearly 50% 

Decline in Insect Populations  
https://www.ecowatch.com/light-pollution-insect-populations-

2654803005.html 

 

 

                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                              https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/ 

 

 

 
 

 

Diocesan Virtual Event and Care for God's Creation Parish Network -- All Are Welcome! 

Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2021, 7:00-8:00 PM via Zoom (RSVP email reply listed below) 

DSAO, the Diocesan Care for God’s Creation Parish Network and West Side Creation Care Team -- with the support of 

local religious communities and the diocesan Catholic Schools for Peace and Justice -- will host this exciting first-ever 

diocesan Season of Creation virtual event. 

Virtual event program will include: 

• Season of Creation and Feast of St. Francis observance opening/closing prayers 

• Launch -- and local implementation -- of Vatican’s new Laudato Si’ Action Platform  

• Care for God's Creation success story samples from across the Diocese 

• and MORE! 

If your parish, school, religious community or family are doing their part to care for God's creation, be sure to 

RSVP for Sept. 28 to share in the celebration! 

RSVP and receive the Zoom info, email Jeff Campbell: jcampbell@ccdocle.org.                                       

 

                         

 

https://godsplanet.us/ 

 

 
Families     

https://godsplanet.

us/sector/families 

 

 
Parishes & 

Dioceses 
https://godsplanet.us/sect

or/parishes-and-dioceses 

 

 

 
Educational 

Institutions 
https://godsplanet.us/se

ctor/educational-

institutions  

  

  
Healthcare  

Institutions  
https://godsplanet.us/sec

tor/healthcare-

institutions 

 

   
Organizations 

& Groups 
https://godsplanet.us/secto

r/organizations-and-

groups 

 

 

   
Economic Sector     
https://godsplanet.us/sector/

economic-sector 

 

  
 Religious 

Orders   
https://godsplanet.us/sect

or/religious-orders 

  

 

FIRST EVER …  Diocesan  Season of  Creation  Virtual  Event on Tuesday,  Sept. 28   

RSVP Now to Join in Celebration, Prayer and a New Initiative! 
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Free Webinars 

Season of Creation webinar series 

Hosted by the Diocese of Ontario 

Green Group                             

Thursdays in September   7-8pm     
https://www.ontario.anglican.ca/events/season-of-creation-

webinar-series/2021-09-02 

Talking climate change with 

Christians 
 Dr. Katharine Hayhoe                          

(Global Weirding)     
https://www.arocha.org/en/news/talking-climate-change-

with-katharine-hayhoe/  

Planet in Crisis: What are the Root 

Causes & Solutions?            

September 8, 2021 at 8:00 PM (EST) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIpf-

igrDguHtPj8MD3VGIg9x1Y5zDmo0dL 

=========================================

Plan an                                       

Eco-Movie Night with one of 

these award-winning 

documentaries 

Seaspiracy                
https://www.seaspiracy.org/     

Kiss the Ground     
https://www.netflix.com/title/81321999?trkid=13752289

%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0&s=i 

Honeyland                 
https://honeyland.earth/ 

David Attenborough: A Life on       

our Planet                 
https://attenboroughfilm.com/       

 

Public Trust: The Fight for America’s 

Public Lands     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGjnIG7puzY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for Ecological Conversion 

God of the sun and the moon, of the mountains, deserts and plains,  

God of the mighty oceans, of rivers, lakes and streams  

God of all creatures that live in seas and fly in the air  

of every living thing that grows and moves on this sacred Earth.  

We are formed by Christ into Your People,  

called to bring the world into Your marvelous light.  

As the Body of Christ, we are messengers of ecological vocation.  

We are entrusted with caring for this Earth which You have created.  

Help us to love and respect it; to repair what we have damaged;  

to care for what You have made good and holy.  

Give us the wisdom and the passion to change our minds, our hearts and our ways.  

Let us be mustard seeds in our world bringing about ecological conversion which grows and  

spreads to every corner of the Earth. 

For our sake now and for every generation which is to come.  

We ask this through Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 

 

“Consider thy ways. You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have 

enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn 

wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”    Haggai 1: 5-6 

 

FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS 2021 
 “Eco-Conversion: Called to Tend to a 

Flourishing Garden of Life" 

This year’s program focuses on the call for "Eco-conversion" that 
is central in the Vatican's Laudato Si' Action Platform (LSAP), and 
is designed to assist you and your community in discerning how to 
engage with the LSAP. The program contains prayers, readings, 
reflection/discussion questions, a short video, and suggested 
activities. https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/files/resource/attachment/FOSF2021Online-

1.pdf?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-
444444444444&eType=EmailConfirmation&eId=176b3299-346e-4652-a995-fe0e4c498293 
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Kid’s Corner 

Teaching Kids to Make Their 

Own Healthy, Zero Waste        

School Lunches           
https://selfsufficientkids.com/kids-make-

school-lunch/ 

Creation Care Kids Book List 

https://www.catholiccreationcare.com/books-for-

creation-care-kids.html 

Get outside and Explore 

“Stickwork”                    
https://holdenfg.org/attractions/holden-

arboretum/stickwork-by-patrick-dougherty/ 

   

 
===========================================  

Saint of the Month                           
St. Magnus of Füssen                                                 

Feast Day   September 6th                          

Patron Saint of Field Insects & Crops 

 

Look Around 

A walk in the woods reveals a tree’s natural silhouette. Rather than rising straight up from the ground, trees emerge 

with a graceful flare at the base. This area of a tree is called the Root Flare, and understanding its importance is key to 

growing healthy, beautiful landscape trees.  
 

The root flare is the swelling where the roots join the trunk at the soil line. Those horizontal roots anchor the tree, store 

food, transport water and minerals, and take up oxygen. The root system under a tree is massive, and vital to the beauty 

and function above ground.  
 

Those of us who plant trees and other woody plants pay attention to the location of the root flare. A new tree needs to 

be planted so that the roots flare at ground level. Too high, and the plant’s root system dries out. Too low, and the plant 

cannot access the oxygen and water abundant in the top layer of the soil. The bark that should naturally occur above 

the soil remains moist and becomes vulnerable to pests and disease. 
 

Other than a chain saw, there are few things that will kill a tree instantly – the damage done by planting a tree too 

deeply or not deeply enough may not present for many years. One of the first things an arborist will look for when 

determining the cause of tree decline is improper planting depth.  
 

Container trees are often potted with the root flare deep in the pot. Gently remove the soil until you see a slight flare 

or the first roots emerging from the stem. That is the area that needs to be at ground level when planting (or slightly 

above when soils below the plant are loose and will settle).   
 

Root flare size and shape vary among trees and add to the beauty of those old giants we have come to know and love. 

As you stroll among the trees note the differences in root flare and the graceful ways that trees meet the ground. Seek 

out an old beech tree, or hornbeam and appreciate the role of those roots that so elegantly anchor that Methuselah to 

the earth.  Look Around.  

K Edgington 

 
===================================================================================================== 

Follow us on Facebook for More Information                                                      
https://www.facebook.com/SATGCreationcare/ 

 

 

The SATG Creation Care Ministry      

draws inspiration from the teachings of 

the Laudato Si.  We encourage:  

* pollinator support with native plants     

* the planting of native trees                      

* reduction of single use plastic waste  

We look forward to embracing the 

upcoming Laudato Si Action Platform. 
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/  
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