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Energy Choice Ohio allows you to choose 

your energy supplier. In just a few easy steps,  

you can switch to a 100% renewable electric 

energy supplier; all you need is your current 

utility   bill.  Click on the link below and look 

for  100% renewable content and fixed rates   

on the chart, then compare the offers. 
http://www.energychoice.ohio.gov/ApplesToApplesComparision.asp

x?Category=Electric&TerritoryId=6&RateCode=1 

  

Conduct a home energy audit. With the heat 

of summer approaching,  now is the time to 

make your home more energy efficient.               
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/home-energy-audits/do-it-yourself-

home-energy-audits 

 

Start a compost bin; it’s easier than you 

think.  Free online seminars:  
https://cuyahogarecycles.org/compost_workshops_and_bins 

 

Conserve water this summer by installing a 

rain barrel. Use this to water your flower beds.    
https://cuyahogaswcd.org/programs/rain-barrels 

 

Earn Individual Residential Property Credit 

by installing a rain garden and/or a rain barrel.                         
https://www.neorsd.org/wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2017/01/credit_manual_residential_revised021016_web.pdf 

 

Commit  to  plastic free summer gatherings.  
https://plasticactioncentre.ca/directory/how-to-have-a-plastic-free-summer/ 

 

 Random Monthly Switch 

Plastic Free Summer Parties and Picnics 

It’s Easy:   Eliminate single-use plastic 

cutlery and raid your silverware drawer! The 

same goes for plastic table cloths...use real 

ones instead. Serving canned beverages will 

eliminate the need for plastic cups…            

plus you can recycle the cans! 

Vatican Announces 7-Year Laudato Si Action Platform  

Last week, Pope Francis officially launched the Vatican’s 7-Year Laudato Si’ Action Platform, to implement 

environmental sustainability in 7 different sectors of the Catholic Church. The focus is on families, parishes, 

religious orders, schools, organizations, hospitals, and businesses/farms. This action platform will address these 

7 goals: response to the cry of the earth, response to the cry of the poor, ecological economics, adoption of simple 

lifestyles, ecological education, ecological spirituality, and community involvement. According to the Dicastery 

for Integral Human Development, “The first year of this historic initiative will be dedicated to drawing up 

concrete action plans followed by five years of concrete action with the final year dedicated to praise and thank 

God.”  

“We need a new ecological approach that can transform our way of dwelling in the world, our styles of life, our 

relationship with the resources of the Earth and, in general, our way of looking at humanity and of living life,” 

Pope Francis said.  “Our selfishness, our indifference and our irresponsible ways are threatening the future of our 

children. I therefore renew my appeal: let us take care of our mother Earth ...  let us overcome the temptation of 

selfishness that makes us predators of resources, let us cultivate respect for the gifts of the Earth and creation, let 

us inaugurate a lifestyle and a society that is finally eco-sustainable.”  For more information, please visit  

www.laudatosiactionplatform.org/  or  www.laudatosi.va . 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBOL1A35q7Q&t=72s 

 

Tips for 

June   

  

  

http://www.energychoice.ohio.gov/ApplesToApplesComparision.aspx?Category=Electric&TerritoryId=6&RateCode=1
http://www.energychoice.ohio.gov/ApplesToApplesComparision.aspx?Category=Electric&TerritoryId=6&RateCode=1
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/home-energy-audits/do-it-yourself-home-energy-audits
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/home-energy-audits/do-it-yourself-home-energy-audits
https://cuyahogarecycles.org/compost_workshops_and_bins
https://cuyahogaswcd.org/programs/rain-barrels
https://www.neorsd.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/credit_manual_residential_revised021016_web.pdf
https://www.neorsd.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/credit_manual_residential_revised021016_web.pdf
https://plasticactioncentre.ca/directory/how-to-have-a-plastic-free-summer/
http://www.laudatosiactionplatform.org/
http://www.laudatosi.va/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBOL1A35q7Q&t=72s


 
In the News 

Earthbeat: Pope Francis launches 

program to put Laudato Si' into action 

throughout church      
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/pope-francis-launches-program-put-

laudato-si-action-throughout-church 

Earthbeat:  Pentecost is a time to 

remember the Holy Spirit's presence 

throughout all creation     
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/faith-seeking-

understanding/pentecost-time-remember-holy-spirits-presence-throughout 

Bad day for Big Oil is big climate win for 

religious shareholder advocates 
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/bad-day-big-oil-big-climate-win-

religious-shareholder-advocates 

Bayer Considers Ending Some U.S. 

Glyphosate Sales as Environmentalists 

Urge EPA to Enact Full Ban   
https://www.ecowatch.com/glyphosate-sales-health-epa-ban-2653139382.html 

Yes, We Can Electrify Almost Everything. 

Here’s What That Looks Like   
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/03062021/inside-clean-energy-

electrification-report/ 

Toxic Metals Contaminate All Baby 

Foods Tested: New Government Report    
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2021-02-

04%20ECP%20Baby%20Food%20Staff%20Report.pdf 

These 8 Ambitious Ecological Projects 

Are Helping to Heal the World  
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/ecological-restoration-

projects/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=us_auto

matedcontentdigest_2021-05-31 

Analysis suggests climate policy in Ohio 

could save the world as much as              

$1 trillion                  
https://energynews.us/2021/06/02/climate-policy-in-ohio-could-save-the-world-

as-much-as-1-trillion/ 

Why Carbon Capture, Utilization and 

Storage is a Game Changer     
https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-insights/perspectives/carbon-capture-

utilization-storage-albritton/ 

 

Laudato Si' and the U.S. Catholic Church:  

A Conference Series on Our Common Home                                                              
Sponsored by Creighton University and Catholic Climate Covenant 

“Laudato Si’ and the U.S. Catholic Church: A Conference Series on Our Common Home” is a biennial 

conference series to convene, equip, and inspire Catholics who can more deeply integrate Laudato Si’ and 

its climate change teaching into the U.S. Church.  In partnership with Creighton, the 2021 conference 

expresses Catholic Climate Covenant’s leading role coordinating U.S. Catholic enactment of the Vatican 

“Laudato Si’ Action Platform.” 

The 2021 conference will open on July 13 with keynote addresses by His Eminence Blase Cardinal Cupich, 

Archbishop of Chicago, and Maureen Day, PhD, Assistant Professor of Religion and Society at the 

Franciscan School of Theology. Together, they will assess why the U.S. Catholic response to Laudato Si’ 

has not been commensurate with the urgency and gravity of the climate crisis. 

The 2021 virtual gathering will be free and open to the public but registration is required. At the time of 

registration, attendees are encouraged to make a freewill donation to help offset conference costs that include 

Spanish language translations.      

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

From the DSAO: Urge your Representative and Two Senators                                                          

to Support (Co-sponsor) Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Legislation! 
(From the Catholic Climate Covenant) 

Background: This April 2021, the House Bipartisan Climate Solutions Caucus, with 36 co-sponsors, 
introduced H.R. 2307, the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act (EICDA). The legislation seeks to 
reduce national carbon pollution emissions by over 90% by 2050 by pricing carbon at $15 per metric ton, 
increased $10 yearly. This would be a significant step towards addressing the climate challenge, especially its 
impacts on our poor and vulnerable neighbors, and our shared future. 
As a very significant piece of climate legislation, we encourage you to ask your Representative to co-sponsor 
the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act (H.R. 2307) and to ask your Senators to introduce it in the 
Senate or co-sponsor once it is introduced. 
 
EICDA is a market-based, revenue-neutral approach to impose a fee on carbon content of crude oil, natural 
gas, coal, and products derived from those fuels, at the point of production or import. Fee proceeds would be 
distributed monthly to U.S. taxpayers via a "dividend". Studies indicate a large majority of taxpayers, 
including those in lower income brackets, would benefit from the dividend. A few other technical aspects 
of EICDA are also important to keep in mind: 
 
·    Exemptions from the fee would be made for agriculture and certain military uses.  
·    A border adjustment provision would apply to carbon-intensive imports from countries that do not price 
carbon similarly. This discourages U.S. companies from moving production to countries with less stringent 
carbon pricing and could spur other countries to also put a price on carbon. 
 

More information about the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act may be found here. 
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Keeping an Eye on Ohio  

House Bill 6 

What’s wrong with Ohio House Bill 6? A lot! 

Passed in July of 2019, it is quite possibly the 

worst energy bill to be passed, ever. This bill 

was designed to achieve the following goals: 

- Bail out the Davis Besse and Perry 

Nuclear power plants, which are both 

over 35 years old. 

- Bail out 2 old and hyper-polluting 

coal plants; one in Ohio and one in 

Indiana 

- Gut renewable energy standards 

- Gut energy efficiency standards 

In short, this bill subsidizes 4 old and 

uncompetitive power plants, cancels efforts to 

help customers use less energy and eliminates 

all incentives to build more renewable energy 

projects in Ohio. Dark money, hired lobbyists 

and campaign support for ‘friendly’ politicians 

from FirstEnergy Solutions, show how big 

money can be put to work to influence our 

policymakers. See who voted for this bill here: 
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-votes?id=GA133-HB-6 

Less than a year after its passage, Federal 

racketeering charges were brought against 

several individuals connected to this bill, 

including Ohio’s Speaker of the House, Larry 

Householder. Generation Now, a purported 

social welfare agency was also charged. Turns 

out that Generation Now was controlled by  

Householder. https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdoh/pr/federal-grand-jury-

indicts-ohio-house-speaker-enterprise-federal-public-corruption 

FirstEnergy is currently in discussion with the 

Feds to possibly cut a deal in this bribery 

probe. Although they have not been officially 

charged, Federal prosecutors believe this 

company and its affiliates are guilty of paying 

$ 61 million in bribes to Householder and his 

associates.  

Efforts are ongoing to repeal this bill.             

Here’s the latest:       
https://www.statenews.org/term/hb6-energy-bill 

 

  It is hard to fathom that there is a child labor issue in the United States, but 

there is. The US is the 4th largest producer of tobacco in the world.  Our surprisingly weak labor laws and 

regulations permit children as young as 12 years old to work unlimited hours in the tobacco fields as long as     

they do not miss school.  North Carolina, Kentucky and Virginia are our top producers. Children toil long hours 

in extreme heat and often suffer from nausea, vomiting, headaches and dizziness due to acute nicotine poisoning 

from handling the tobacco leaves.  Numerous studies have shown that nicotine exposure during adolescence leads 

to mood disorders, attention deficit and lasting cognitive disorders. Tobacco is also a very chemical intensive 

crop requiring 16 pesticide applications over a 3 month period; children oftentimes continue work in the fields 

during these applications, further jeopardizing their health. When one considers the life cycle of tobacco from 

crop cultivation to cigarette butt disposal, an enormous toll is taken on human health and the environment.  

Cancer, loss of biodiversity, soil erosion/degradation, water, soil and air pollution along with wildfires are all 

part of tobacco’s dark legacy.  
 

===================================================================== 
 

Soil Contamination: Causes, Effects, and Solutions   
by Nathan Weagraff 

Within the extensive list of environmental issues, soil contamination distinguishes itself as among the most 

dangerous to human and animal health. When anomalous concentrations of poisonous substances penetrate the 

ground and seep into the soil to the extent that it becomes toxified, it is referred to as soil contamination. While 

it is important to note that many natural, healthy soils contain compounds that can negatively affect living 

organisms if touched or ingested (including humans), these compounds are neither large enough nor concentrated 

enough to pose a threat to their surrounding ecosystem. The primary contributors to soil contamination include 

agriculture (particularly the improper and/or excessive use of herbicides, insecticides, and fungicides), 

irresponsible industrial practices, and the reckless disposal of waste. Perhaps the most hazardous contaminants 

of soil are “xenobiotics,” which are substances that have been artificially synthesized by humans and that are not 

naturally occurring. Many of these have been documented to be carcinogenic (cancer-causing).  

The vast majority of soil pollutants can be separated into three major categories: mineral oil, heavy metals (ex: 

arsenic, antimony, cadmium, thallium), and hydrocarbons. Solid, liquid, and gaseous soil contaminants all have 

the potential to inflict adverse health effects on humans and can cause coughing, nausea, headaches, fatigue, and 

weakness. Long-term exposure to these substances may lead to depression of the central nervous system, 

permanent damage to the liver and kidneys, and a significantly higher likelihood of developing cancer. However, 

several strategies to help regulate and control soil contamination have already been developed and set in motion. 

Thermal remediation extracts pollutants from the soil by forcing them into the vapor phase, bioremediation 

involves the usage of plants and microorganisms to remove contaminants, and myco-remediation utilizes fungi 

to combat the accumulation of heavy metals. As always, being informed about issues affecting the natural world 

as well as the methods to help solve them is an important first step in joining the effort to preserve the Earth 

we’ve been given.      

 

Child Labor & Environmental Devastation                                                             

What We Purchase has a Huge Impact 

June Focus:   Tobacco 
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Resources 
 

Native Plant List for Beginners 
https://meec.center/files/attachments/post/2018_starter_plant_list.pdf 

 

Climate Victory Gardens 
https://www.greenamerica.org/climate-victory-gardens 

 

Keep your Hummingbird Feeders 

Clean and Free of Mold  
https://www.audubon.org/news/hummingbird-feeding-faqs 

============================================== 

For Kids                           
7 Educational Nature Activities for Kids 

You Can Do at Home This Summer         
https://www.ecowatch.com/educational-nature-activities-for-kids-

2653195864.html 

=============================================== 

Webinars,  Podcasts & More 
 

‘God is the Perfect Scientist’  
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkLnBvZGJlYW4uY29tL2NhdGhvbGljY2xpbW

F0ZW1vdmVtZW50L2ZlZWQueG1s/episode/Y2F0aG9saWNjbGltYXRlbW92ZW1lbnQucG9kYmVhbi5

jb20vZjA0YTdkOGItODcyMS0zNTQyLTkxYzItOWE5ODRkYjIzODEy?hl=en 

 

Smarter Climate Policy                          

with Bjorn Lomborg        
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NCmCwrSXqqw 

 

OSU: The Bee Short Course                       
10am – 11am                                                   

third Fridays of the month 
https://osu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FzMumBXXTCWLEb_Rwj2mgQ 

Monthly Laudato Si Prayer Gatherings      
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ISiRjeRtRIulFDy48-8twA             

 

 

On Care of our Common Home-The Gospel of Creation   

God of the Universe, 

You made the heavens and the earth, 

So we do not call our home merely “planet earth.” 

We call it your creation, a divine mystery, a gift from your most blessed hand. 

The world itself is your miracle. 

Upon this tree may your stars rain down their blessed dust. 

May it and us be blessed with rain and sunshine. 

Grant us humility that we might become more human, 

That we might mend our rift from your creation, 

That we might then know the sacredness of the gift of life, 

That we might truly experience life from your hand. 

For you planted humanity in a garden 

And began our resurrection in a garden. 

Our blessed memory and hope, therefore, lie in a garden. 

Thanks be to God, 

Who made the world teeming with variety, 

Of things on the earth, above the earth, and under the earth. 

Thanks be to God 

For the many kinds of plants, trees, and fruits 

That we celebrate. 

For the centipedes, ants, and worms, 

For the mice, marmots, and bats, 

For the cucumbers, tomatoes, and peppers, 

We rejoice that we find ourselves eclipsed by the magnitude of generosity and mystery. 

Thanks be to God 

Amen. 

=================================================================== 

June’s Saint of the Month                                                                                             
   St. Columba                                                                                                                                                                

Feast Day    June 9                                                                                                                             

 Patron Saint of Work Animals   

=========================================================================  

Nonhuman creatures — sentient or otherwise — have their own relationship to and with God,                       
which bestows on all creatures an intrinsic dignity and value                                                                          

independent  of our human-centered values or desires.                                                                                            
Pope Francis 

====================================================================    
 

Follow  us on Facebook  for more up to date information throughout the month         

https://www.facebook.com/SATGCreationcare 
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