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What’s On-Line… 
Video Content on Youtube Channel 

(youtube.com: St Albert the Great Par-
ish) 

 Advent Wreathe Blessing 

 Church@Home Discussions 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

 Reconciliation Service 

 Bambinelli Blessing 

 Oplatki Christmas Wafer 

 Epiphany House Blessing 

 

What’s on Livestream… 
(www.saint-albert.org & Facebook page: 
St Albert the Great Parish 

 Daily Masses  

 Advent Wreathe – 11/29 

 Advent Masses every Weekend 

 Bambinelli Blessing 12/13 

 Christmas Mass 12/24-25 

 New Year Masses 12/31 & 1/1 

 Epiphany House Blessing 1/3 

 

What’s in Christmas@Home  
Prayer Package… 
 Bottle of Blessed Holy Water 

 Oplatki Wafer 

 Two Blessed Christmas Candles  

 Blessed Chalk for House Blessing 

Dear St. Albert Family, 
 

 Special prayers and blessing to you and yours in this holy 

time of Christmas from all of us on the parish staff and ministries of 

St. Albert the Great.  May your Christmas 2020 be filled with the 

light and love of Emmanuel, Jesus Christ, born for us as Savior of 

the world!   

  What is “Christmas@Home 2020?” Due to the coronavirus 

pandemic with its public safety protocols, very few people will be 

able to gather for our typical Masses on Christmas Eve and Christ-

mas Day (in fact, RESERVATIONS will be required for all Christ-

mas Masses). Because of this sad reality, we are proposing and invit-

ing you to join together as a parish family through St. Albert’s 

Christmas@Home 2020. With the help of this  Christmas@Home 

2020 mailer (also available on our website’s “Christmas@Home” tab 

(www.saint-albert.org) and through on-line and live streamed vide-

os, you are encouraged to gather for these Advent and Christmas 

prayers and celebrations from the intimacy and safety of your home 

this year. That is Christmas@Home 2020!  

  All of the Advent, Christmas and New Year prayers and 

services that are detailed in this mailer have an on-line companion 

event (either recorded or live-streamed) at our parish website 

[www.saint-albert.org]. In addition, you can enhance your experi-

ence of Christmas@Home 2020 by using the various religious items 

provided in our “Christmas Prayer Packages” (distributed at church 

and still available at the Parish Office). 

  We are very excited to present this COVID-19 adaptation 

to the celebration of Christmas this year.  Thank you for your faith 

and generous support of St. Albert Parish ministry always. New On-

Line Giving is available on our website.   

  Blessed Christmas@Home 2020 to all!  Let’s stay together 

in faith as we journey through this extraordinary time in history.  

God is with us – Emmanuel! 
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Blessing and  Lighting of the Advent Wreathe  

Lord God, your Church joyfully awaits the coming of its Savior, who enlightens our hearts and 

dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin. 

Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peo-

ples, he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, he is the savior of every nation. 

Pour forth your blessings upon us as we light the candles of this wreath, may their light reflect 

the splendor of Christ, who is Lord, for ever and ever. Amen 

Act of Spiritual  

Communion                                            

My Jesus, I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament. I love You above 

all things, and I desire to re-

ceive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into 

my heart. I embrace You as if 

You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be sepa-

rated from you. Amen    

Act of Perfect  

Contrition 
Father of mercy, like the prodi-

gal son I return to you and say: 

"I have sinned against you and 

am no longer worthy to be 

called your child." Christ Jesus, 

Savior of the world, I pray with 

the repentant thief to whom you 

promised Paradise: "Lord, re-

member me in your kingdom." 

Holy Spirit, fountain of love, I 

call on you with trust: "Purify 

my heart, and help me to walk 

as a child of light. "Amen 

Preparing for Sunday Masses  

Each week small groups of parishioners gather (often by zoom) to discuss the coming  

Sunday’s Scriptures.  In Advent, we host a parish wide  “Church@Home” small group program. 

You can participate at home by simply prayerfully reading the Scriptures at www.usccb.org/readings and  

listening to our parish priests discuss the readings (youtube.com: St Albert the Great Parish)  

Consider and discuss these questions...  

What in this video/reading comforted you?  

What in this video/reading encouraged you? 

What in this video/reading challenged you?  

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord asking of you? 

Prepare a way for the Lord—Advent 3 

http://www.usccb.org/readings


 

Christmas Prelude 

Gathering Hymn………….……..……………………………………………...O Come All Ye Faithful 

O Come All Ye Faithful, joyful and triumphant, O Come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels;  

Refrain: 

O Come let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him, O Come, let 
us adore him, Christ the Lord  

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing all ye citizens of 
heav’n above! Glory to God, all Glory in the highest;  

Refrain 

Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be 
all glory giv’n; Word of the Father, now in Flesh appearing; 

Refrain 

Adeste Fideles, laeti triumphantes, Venite, venite in Bethlehem. Natum videte Regem angelorum. Venite, adore-
mus, venite, adroemus, venite, adoremus, Dominum.  

 

Penitential Act 

Gloria 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

 (For Christmas readings: https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122520.cfm) 
 

 Readings 

 Psalm: “Today is born, today is born, Our Savior, Christ the Lord!” 

 Homily 

 Profession of Faith 

 Universal Prayers 

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Presentation of the Gifts Hymn…………………………..……………....…...……..….Away in the Manger 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the sky looked 

down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes; I love thee, Lord Jesus! 

Look down from the sky, and stay by my cradle till morning is night. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray;  Bless all the dear children in 

your tender care, And fit us for heaven to live with you there. 

Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 4 

(Christmas Eve Masses: 4:00pm, 6:00pm, 10:00pm—Christmas Day Masses: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am) 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122520.cfm


Communion Rite 
(An Act of Spiritual Communion, p. 3) 

Communion Hymn…………………………………………….………....Angels We Have Heard on High 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous 
strains. 
 

Refrain: Glo..ria a in excelsis Deo! Glo..ria a in excelsis Deo! 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? Say what may the tidings be which inspire your 
heav’nly song. 

Refrain 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; Come, adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, 
and newborn King. 

Refrain: 

 

Reflection Hymn……………………………………………….……………………..……...…..Silent Night 

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright round yon vir-
gin mother and child! Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in 
heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; glories 
stream from heaven afar; heav’nly hosts sing “Alleluia! Christ, 
the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!” 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love's pure light. Radiant 
beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

Concluding Rite 
Recessional Hymn……………………………………………………..………..…………..Joy to the World 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, and heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: Let us our songs employ; While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove The glories of his righteousness, 

And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 5 



Oplatki Christmas Wafers 

For centuries on Christmas Eve, families have practiced the 

beautiful tradition of breaking and sharing the Oplatki-Christmas 

wafer. Oplatki means “sacred bread” and has been a symbol of 

Christianity and Jesus Christ, our bread of life. Oplatki is un-

blessed unleavened bread and can be used on Christmas Eve as a 

century old Christmas Tradition or passed around at the Christ-

mas Day dinner table. The wafers have beautiful Christmas im-

ages stamped on the wafers. To understand more about the 

Oplatki tradition go to https://youtu.be/7J_05tep5b8. 

Bambinelli Blessing 

God, our Father you so loved humankind  

that you sent us your only Son Jesus,  

born of the Virgin Mary, to save us and lead us back to 

you. We pray that with your Blessing these images of Je-

sus, may be a sign of your presence and love in our homes. 

Good Father, give your Blessing to us, and  to our parents,  

our families and our friends. Open our hearts, that we may 

receive Jesus in joy, always do what he asks and see him in 

all those who are in need of our love. We ask you this in 

the name of Jesus,  Son of God, son of Mary, Lord of lords,  

Prince of Peace, Emmanuel, who lives and reigns forever 

and ever.  Amen 

Christmas Devotions 6 

https://youtu.be/7J_05tep5b8


Blessing for the Christmas Tree 

 Lord our God, We praise you for the light of 

creation: the sun, the moon, and the stars of 

the night. We praise you for the light of Israel: 

the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the 

Scriptures. We praise you for Jesus Christ, 

your Son: he is Emmanuel, God with-us, the 

Prince of Peace, who fills us with the wonder 

of your love. Lord God, let your blessing come 

upon us as we illuminate this tree. May the 

light and cheer it gives be a sign of the joy that 

fills our hearts. May all who delight in this 

tree come to the knowledge and joy of salva-

tion. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

Epiphany House Blessing Prayer 

Then offer the following prayer: Visit, O blessed Lord, 

this home with the gladness of your presence. Bless all 

who live or visit here with the gift of your love; and 

grant that we may manifest your love to each other and 

to all whose lives we touch.  May we grow in grace and 

in the knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and 

strengthen us in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and forever.  

Amen 

Epiphany House Blessing Instructions 

Using the blessed chalk mark the lintel of your front door, or front porch step, as follows: 20 + C + M + B + 21  

(the numbers consecrate the new year) while saying: The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar fol-
lowed the star of God’s Son who became human two thousand and twenty one years ago. May Christ bless our 

home and remain with us throughout the New Year. Amen. 

Christmas Season Prayers 7 
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www.saint-albert.org 

Join us for Christmas@Home 2020 

Thank you for your support always! 
(in person, U.S. Mail, On-line) 


