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Mercy! Pope Francis has intro-
duced a Jubilee Year of Mercy 
in 2016.  We at Saint Albert the 
Great are experiencing God’s 
great mercy in powerful ways. In 
this edition of our parish news-
letter, Highlights, you will find 
many stories, pictures, and ex-
amples of God’s mercy alive at St. 
Albert the Great. I hope you will 
receive this news-
letter as an invi-
tation to renew 
your experience 
of God’s great 
mercy at Saint 
Albert the Great 
parish and like-
wise to reach out 
with that same 
mercy to others in 
your life.

The single largest 
example of mercy 
in our parish fam-
ily is the annual 
Parish Service Day. Every year 
PSD engages over 1500 mem-
bers of our parish in a commu-
nal work of mercy throughout 
the Cleveland area.  This year, 
2016, our entire Saint Albert the 
Great Catholic school communi-
ty (over 800 children, teachers, 
and parents) added to this great 
communal work of mercy.

PSD is one example of the faith 
and the corporal works of mer-
cy in our parish life.  Since 2011, 
with the encouragement of the 
parish pastoral council, our 

parish has developed at least 21 
different ministries of justice, 
compassion and mercy involving 
hundreds of parishioners. These 
on-going ministries help many 
of our parishioners to reach out 
to those in our community who 
experience suffering in life.

One great example of the spiritu-
al works of God’s 
mercy is seen in 
our parish renew-
al/retreats.  Over 
300 of our parish-
ioners have par-
ticipated in these 
one-day retreats 
called “Renew-
ing our Commu-
nion”. Retreatants 
meet brothers 
and sisters in the 
faith, hear in-
spiring stories 
of conversion in 
daily life, and are 

welcomed more deeply into the 
love of God lived at St. Albert the 
Great. As we implement our par-
ish vision “Every One Add One,” 
renewing our faith is the begin-
ning of reaching out to others 
with the love and mercy of God.

May we grow in the love and 
mercy of God as a parish family 
and more readily make the “face 
of mercy”, Jesus Christ, more 
visible and inviting through the 
Church within our community 
here.

Growing in Mercy
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Greetings to all in 2016!  As we be-
gin this New Year we are remind-
ed of our countless blessings here 
at Saint Albert the Great School.  
Beginning with a remarkably suc-
cessful new Kindergarten Orien-
tation and School Open House, 
we eagerly anticipate entering the 
2016-2017 school year with a wait-
ing list in two grades and three oth-
ers close behind.  Additionally, our 
Preschool program has reached full 
capacity in registration, inspiring 
us to open a second afternoon class 
for four year-olds next fall.    With 
these numbers providing testimony 
to our vibrancy, we reflect on those 
features that make Saint Albert the 
Great School truly GREAT.

We closed January with our annu-
al Catholic Schools’ Week, themed 
“We’re SNOW Thankful!”  Through-
out this week we honored multi-
ple facets of our amazing Catholic 
School.  This included a focus on our 
supportive Parish through the dis-
tribution of “Snow Buddies” at each 
mass.  Each parishioner took part in 
a reciprocal prayer relationship with 
the students of St. Albert the Great 
throughout the week.  We also pro-
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vided our community workers of the 
North Royalton Fire Department, 
Police Department, and St. Albert 
the Great Maintenance Staff with 
cookie trays donated by Carrie Ce-
rino’s Restaurant.  Our students who 
ride buses made cards, ornaments 
and delivered special cookies to their 
respective bus drivers.  On Tuesday, 
we honored our remarkable parish 
staff with flowers and a special gift to 
our priests and Sr. Kate.  The priests 
and Sr. Kate were warmly welcomed 
into various classrooms throughout 
the school to share their stories of liv-
ing lives of service.  On Wednesday, 
our students enjoyed a special appre-
ciation day which included a school-
wide BINGO game, sno-cones, and 
a spirited pep rally with games vs. 
the faculty.  Staff Appreciation Day 
commenced with teachers swapping 
grades throughout the building and 
a special luncheon provided by our 
room parents in a cozy “Aspen ski-
lodge” setting.  The week concluded 
with a special family mass where stu-
dents and parents attended mass to
gether with a special tribute at the 
conclusion.  Throughout the week, 

Early in September, many gathered on a Thursday 
evening beginning a spiritual journey of seeking 
God in their hearts and lives.   Some hearts were 
convinced of the road where others still had ques-
tions about the Catholic Church and their relation-
ship with God.  However, all were looking for an-
swers about love, conversion and life.  These men, 
women and teens were beginning the RCIA process 
journeying towards the great celebration of Easter. 
 
There were many reasons they joined this spiritual 
journey.  Some were asking questions about faith 
and looking for answers.    Others needed directions 
to the many moral and doctrinal issues in the world 
today.  Most people entered this process because 
they heard God’s call to conversion.

All of us are called to a lifelong journey of conver-
sion.  Every moment of each day, we are called to 
examine our relationship with God, others and our-
selves and pray for the grace to improve these rela-
tionships.  The process of conversion is a decision 
to commit our entire self to God allowing God to 
transform our being into our true self.  This spiritu-
al journey of conversion takes place over time and 
each person moves in his/her own way listening to 
the voice of God.   The RCIA process is one way for 
non-Catholics of different denominations or those 
not connected to any faith to enter into a lifelong 
process of making God the center of one’s life.  

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults



 

He has a renaissance soul. In fact, 
his friends call him “Renaissance 
Man” because he is multi-talented 
and has a wide range of interests.  
Dr. Ferris Anthony, a 36 year mem-
ber of St. Albert the Great Parish, 
certainly lives up to that identity.  

He plays the drums, the cello, the 
classical guitar, the harp, the uku-
lele, the flute, and several folk in-
struments, including the Irish 
bodhran. He draws, paints, and 
sculpts.  He builds cabinets, chil-
dren’s toys, and full-size sailboats. 
He is a woodcarver and a kite mak-
er.  The list goes on and on.
  
The son of Lebanese immigrants, 
Dr. Anthony grew up on Cleve-
land’s south side. He attended St. 
Augustine elementary school and 
St. Edward High School.  He earned 
his bachelor’s degree at Kent State 
University, his master’s at Boston 

University, his Ph.D. at Michigan 
State University, and he studied at 
Oxford University in England.  

He joined the Cleveland State Uni-
versity faculty in 1967, and several 
years later was appointed Dean of 
Continuing Education, the young-
est dean at 33 years of age.  During 
his tenure at Cleveland State he 
founded a number of programs, 
including a state-wide hazardous 
materials training program, the 
first of its kind in the United States.
He served on the WVIZ board, and 
the governor appointed him to the 
Ohio Turnpike Commission.  

Dr. Anthony and his wife, Jane, 
have four children, and they are 
active parishioners.  Mrs. Antho-
ny taught fifth grade at St. Albert 
the Great School for 22 years.  Dr. 
Anthony served as PTO President, 
lector, cantor, Eucharistic minister, 
and he helped establish the Parish 
Pastoral Council.  More recently he 
is a member of the School Adviso-
ry Council.  

He worked closely with Fr. John Vi-
all on the design of the Eucharistic 
Chapel, and he was largely respon-
sible for the stained glass windows.  
He told us, “At the time the chap-
el was being built, I was teaching 

a course at the University entitled 
Sacred Landmarks.  Fr. Viall asked 
me to help with the windows, and 
we worked together to pick the stu-
dio in Germany that did the work.”  
Dr. Anthony suggested the design 
for the Last Supper window, and he 
helped install the windows when 
they were delivered. 

During the past two years, Dr. An-
thony wrote a number of grants 
for both the parish and the school, 
and he managed to bring in over 
$100,000 for various projects.  One 
grant resulted in new security sys-
tems for the school.  Another grant 
bought equipment for the PSR and 
youth ministry programs.  Recently 
he submitted a grant to the Roskob 
Foundation in Delaware for train-
ing 10 of our teachers to work with 
students who have learning issues.

We asked Dr. Anthony why he be-
comes involved in so many differ-
ent projects and activities. He said,
“I am motivated by the parable 
of the talents. When I face God, I 
want to say I used the talents you 
gave me to the best of my ability.”  
He then added, “Being a parishio-
ner at St. Albert the Great certainly 
provides all of us with many op-
portunities to use our time and our 
talent in the service of others.” 
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A True ‘Renaissance Man’ of Faith

Third Thursday Theology

A hidden gem of a meeting takes place monthly on 
the Third Thursday of each month from 9-10:30am 
when Fr. Estok gathers in Small Hall A for coffee 

and conversation to discuss a current event of our 
Catholic faith.  This past month the discussion 
was prayer.  The verse from Matthew talked about 
‘babbling like the pagans’’ and Jesus teaches how to 
pray.  The question was posed “WHY do we pray?”  
What’s the purpose?  What do we pray for?  There 
were many questions and comments and a very 
lively discussion.  One question was backed with 
the verse ‘Ask and it will be given to you.’ Prayer is 
all about life, love & communion.  Our intention 
is at the heart of prayer.  Learn and grow with our 
community, join us at our next meeting on Thurs-
day, March 17th.



Death is part of everyone’s life. No 
one is exempt from death and loss.  
Because it is a part of our com-
mon human journey, death is also 
an opportunity for us to empa-
thize with our brothers and sisters 
and to connect with one anoth-
er through mercy and kindness.  
Even when death is expected, the 

loss of a loved one is never easy, 
and it’s a subject we as Catholics 
do not shy away from.  We believe 
that life does not end, but chang-
es, and Jesus’ Life, Death & Resur-
rection make all the difference in 
the world.  To bury the dead and 
to pray for the living and the dead 
are works of mercy.

The funeral liturgy is the central 
liturgical celebration of the Chris-
tian community for the deceased.  
At St. Albert we have volunteer 
adult servers who assist the priest 
at the funeral Mass.  At the fu-
neral liturgy, the Church gathers 
as a community with the fami-
ly and friends of the deceased to 
give praise and thanks to God for 
Christ’s victory over sin and death, 
to commend the deceased to God’s 
tender mercy, and to seek strength 
in the proclamation of the Paschal 
Mystery. The funeral liturgy is an 
act of worship, and not merely an 

expression of grief.  Our Resur-
rection Choir consists of people 
who offer their prayerful support 
to families by making the celebra-
tion truly a communal and prayer-

ful event.  When families request 
someone from the parish to read, 
we have lectors who assist the 
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BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MOURN… 

. . . FOR THEY WILL BE COMFORTED
WE REMEMBER, WE CELEBRATE, WE BELIEVE.

“As an Altar Server, it’s not 
only an honor to serve God but 
to honor the deceased and the 
family.   I hope that in serving 

it adds to their comfort.” “Singing praise to God for 
the life of someone who has 

passed on is an honor.  Joining 
in prayer with all present at 

Mass makes me feel part 
of the Body of Christ.”
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family in this way.  Af-
ter the funeral, a small 
army of parishioners 
assist by baking and 
serving at the lun-
cheon.  

There are many ev-
eryday opportunities 
to assist those that 
are bereaved and to 
pray for the living and 
the dead.  Each Sun-
day and at every dai-
ly Mass we pray for 
those who have died, 
for those living with 
the burden of loss, and 
for those living with 
sickness and difficulties.  Our Vo-
tive Candle & Prayer Chapel offers 
people the opportunity to write an 
intention in the intercessory book, 
to light a candle, to pray for their 
loved one, to pray for a need, to 
spend some time in quiet.  These 
everyday works of mercy and ho-
liness strengthen us, strengthen 
each other and strengthen our 
community to be a source of com-
fort to the afflicted.

Beyond the funeral, parish lay 
ministers provide bereavement 
support.  Our Catholic faith is the 

only real remedy to grief. Some 
parishioners make calls or send 
cards while others gather bereaved 
as a group to pray and to share.  
These are simple acts of kindness 
and companionship in Christ that 
have a profound effect on those 
who are walking through the nec-
essary process of grieving. They 
are very grateful for the evidence 
that they and their loved ones are 
not forgotten.

Our annual All Souls Day Mass on 
Nov 2nd brings together the entire 
community and all of these dif-
ferent ministries in prayer and in 
support of those who have lost a 
loved one. It is a perfect culmina-
tion of all of the faith, compassion 
and mercy that can be expressed 
in our life as a parish family. The 

name of every parishioner 
who died through the year is 
prayerfully sung and memo-
rialized. Through this partic-
ular Eucharistic Liturgy, we 
join our hearts in a memo-
rable way to honor, remem-
ber, and pray for all who have 
been born into eternal life. 
Our faith in eternal life gives 
consolation to our broken 
hearts.

 “There is a sacredness in tears. 
They are not the mark of weakness, but of power. 
They speak more eloquently than 10,000 tongues. 
They are messengers of overwhelming grief…
... And unspeakable love.”   --Washington Irving

“In sending notes to the 
bereaved, I reassure them that 

they are not alone in their 
sorrow, that their loved one lives 
and continues to love them and 

that we as a community continue 
to pray for their strength.”

“I love being with and working 
with all the volunteers at the lun-
cheon.  They are such an inspira-
tion.  Despite their own difficul-

ties they volunteer, they bake, 
they love, they keep giving.” 

“When I read the readings the 
family has selected, I hope to 

convey the goodness of God and 
God’s Love and Presence with 

each of them in a very real & per-
sonal way, and that the Lord will 
continue to be with them in their 

grief and sorrow.”

“In all actuality, I probably receive 
more from those I serve than 

what I actually give to them. Over 
and over I witness the intensity 
of human love in these broken 

hearts and can’t help but see God’s 
presence in them.”
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every grade attended a special 
speaker breakfast to learn about a 
mission trip to El Salvador while 
enjoying “snowballs” (Dunkin 
Donut powdered munchkins) and 
hot cocoa.  It was a flurry of activ-
ity and a blizzard of school spirit 
which renewed everyone’s passion 
for Catholic education.

As we approach Lent in this Year 
of Mercy, we are inspired by the 
Prayer of Pope Francis for the Ju-
bilee.  “You are the visible face of 
the invisible Father, of the God 
who manifests His power above 
all by forgiveness and mercy.”  Our 
weekly Lenten reflections corre-
spond to the Works of Mercy in-
cluding, “Feed the Hungry”, “Visit 
the Sick”, “Pray for the Living and 
the Dead”, “Bury the Dead”, and 
“Teaching the Faith.”  Our prayer 
is that our students become agents 
of mercy and thereby transformed 
through the experience.  We eager-
ly prepare to celebrate our first All 
School Service Day on March 3rd 
and 4th, in conjunction with the 
Parish Service Day.  This opportu-
nity encourages our students and 
their families to become agents of 

mercy in our community.  We will 
continue our annual Harvest for 
Hunger Food Drive, with a goal 
of collecting more than 10,000 
non-perishable food items to pro-
vide relief to both our Family Aide 
and local food banks.

Throughout Lent our school will 
be united under the theme,  “Three 
Days Changed the World, How 
has it changed you?” During this 
liturgical season we will eagerly 
be preparing for our third annual 
All School Retreat, planned and 
executed exclusively by our eighth 
grade students.  The focus on the 
mystery of the Holy Triduum will 
incorporate our role in the sharing 
of forgiveness and mercy in the 
lives of those we touch.  This event 
may be one of the most powerful 
moments of our year as through-
out the day the students are im-
mersed in a faith-filled experience 
through song, prayer, activity, and 
scripture.  

Thank you for your continued 
prayers and support. God Bless 
You.

Continued from Page 2,  “ Our Great Catholic School: 2016 Let Others “s’Know””

Continued from Page 2, RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

This year there have been many highlights where 
the love of God has shown brightly.  Each week 
one of the parish staff presented a Catholic topic 
to the group.  The RCIA catechumens and candi-
dates got to interact personally with the priests and 
lay staff members so a relationship could develop.  
This bond will continue as these new members fully 
initiate themselves in the St Albert the Great Com-
munity.  Another highpoint of the year was having 
parishioners serve as RCIA team members.  These 
dedicated men and women were companions on 
this journey of faith as they shared their love of the 
Catholic Church. The team members especially 
reached out to the catechumens and candidates as 
they participated in our Sunday worship.  Seeing 

familiar faces helped these men, women and teens 
feel in communion with those around them at mass. 

Soon we will be gathering new names of individuals 
hearing the call of making God the center of one’s 
life in the Roman Catholic Church.   Your witness 
and sharing of the love of the Catholic way of life 
here at St Albert the Great is the best way to attract 
others to the Catholic Faith.  Share with a family 
member or neighbor about your love of being Cath-
olic and encourage them to call the Parish Office for 
more information.

Renew, Reflect,
and Reach Out
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Upcoming Events
March
     12 St. Patrick’s Reverse Raffle
     19 The Great Race:  Saturday

April
     15 Confirmation Mass 7:00pm

May
      1 Family-Style First Holy Communion
      7  First Holy Communion 10:00am (Day School) 1:00pm (PSR)

      8  Second Holy Communion at all Masses
    22  St. Albert the Great Day School Baccalaureate 
          Mass at 12:30pm

Holy Week:
March
    23  Tenebrae Service 8:00pm
    24  Holy Thursday Mass of our Lord’s Supper 7:00pm
    25  Good Friday Passion of our Lord 3:00pm
    26  Holy Saturday Blessing of the Food Baskets  
          10:00 and 11:00am
            
Easter Mass Schedule 
March 
    26  Easter Vigil Mass 8:45pm
    27  Easter Sunday 8:00am, 9:30am (Church and Hall), 
          11:00am (Church and Hall) and 12:30pm 

Monthly events:
     • Third Thursday Theology with Fr. Estok

     •  Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)
         Weekly on Sundays at the 9:30am Mass

     •  Wedding Anniversary Blessing
         First Sunday of the month at every Mass

     •  Welcome Registration
         Second Sunday of the month after the 11:00am Mass 
        (cancelled for March)

     •  Communion Sunday: Third Sunday of the month 
         Donuts after the 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00am

     •  North Royalton Community Meal 
         Last Sunday of the month 3:00-5:00pm

Year of Mercy Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ,

Send your Spirit and 

Consecrate every one of us

With its anointing, so the 

Jubilee of Mercy may be a 

Year of grace from the Lord, 

and your Church.

With renewed enthusiasm,

May we bring your 

Good News to the poor, 

Proclaim liberty to captives 

and the oppressed, and 

Restore sight to the blind.

We ask this through the 

Intercession of Mary,

Mother of Mercy, 

You who live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit

for ever and ever. 

Amen.



Weekly Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil
4:00pm and 5:30pm

Sunday
8:00am, 9:30am 11:00am, 
12:30pm, and 6:00pm

Weekdays
6:45am and 8:15am
Saturday Morning 8:15am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:00 - 4:00pm and 5:00 - 5:30pm 
Every  Sunday – 10:30am
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Holy Week
March 23 - Tenebrae Service: 8:00pm in the Church
March 24 - Holy Thursday Mass of our Lord’s Supper: 7:00pm 
March 25 - Good Friday Passion of our Lord: 3:00pm
March 26 - Holy Saturday Blessing of the Food: 10:00am and 11:00am

Easter Mass Schedule
March 26 - Easter Vigil 8:45pm
March 27 - Easter Sunday 8:00am, 9:30am (Church and Hall)
                    11:00am (Church and Hall) and 12:30pm


