
Winter 2015
Vol:5 Edition 3

Inside this edition:
St. Albert School ............. 2 & 3

Coming Together to Rejoice in 

Advent  ....................................3

Celebration of St. Albert the 

Great  ......................................4 

Share a Meal  .................. 4 & 5

Youth Ministry  ............... 4 & 6 

Parish LinC Groups  ...............5

Con�rmation  ................. 6 & 7

Up Coming Events  .................7

Monthly Happenings ..............7

Save �e Date!  .......................7

Mass Schedule  .......Back Cover

Newsletter Sta� and
Contributors:

Interested in joining the 
Newsletter Sta�?

Fr. Edward Estok
�eresa Basch, Mary Pat Frey, 
Tony Dabramo, Linda Iaconis 

Stephen Hodermarsky
Nancy Prucha, Katy DaFonseca 

Barbara Sternberg

E-Mail:
highlights@Saint-Albert.org 

or Call (440) 237-6760

June 15, 2016  was my sixth an-
niversary as pastor of St. Albert 
and the conclusion of my “term.”  
�e end of a term requires that 
Bishop Lennon either re-ap-
point or transfer the pastor. I am 
happy to report that the Bishop 
re-appointed me to a second 
term.   In our conversation, the 
Bishop asked how I thought 
things were going at the parish. I 
responded that I couldn’t believe 
how quickly time passes. And 
then admitting that I certainly 
had not done everything per-
fectly, nonetheless I thought we 
as a parish were turning a corner.  

�at expression “turning a cor-
ner” conjures up the end of 
a signi�cant period from the 
past and the birth of something 
new on the horizon. A simple 
word for that is change. I have 
heard it said about change in 
the Catholic Church that it can 
be compared to “turning one of 
those huge super-tankers” - it 
takes a lot of room and time.   
Maybe the best way to describe 
this “turning a corner” is by 
the content of this latest issue 
of the “Highlights” newsletter.   

�e biggest renewal over the past 
six years has been the recent-
ly completed  renovation of our 
beautiful church.   Celebrating 
the liturgy according to the New 
Missal in this bright, acoustical-

ly enhanced, holy space 
is a real turnaround.  A 
real concrete experi-
ence of Communion!
�e next greatest sign of 
“turning a corner” is in 

the number and types of min-
istries that are appearing, espe-
cially in the compassion and jus-
tice work.   St. Albert  the Great 
was always recognized as being 
generous to the needy and to 
school families, however, with 
over 14 new compassion minis-
tries we are “turning into” a par-
ish that “demonstrates our care 
for and call to serve the least” 
with our hearts and our hands.

�e third greatest example of 
our “turning a corner” is in the 
ministry of our parish school.   
We have witnessed a remark-
able turn around in our student 
enrollment.   A�er losing 5% of 
our population every year for 
15 years we have increased en-
rollment by 8% (that’s 60 chil-
dren) to 760 students in just 
two years. �at’s an amazing 
turnaround time. �e path to a 
revitalized school has been a re-
newed attention to student needs 
and a re-focusing upon the im-
portant role our parents play as 
“�rst teachers of their children.” 

Please read in this newsletter 
about all of these and more signs 
of new life “just around the cor-
ner.”   Although many appear 
new, they are all connected to 
our great parish history, a great 
foundation of devotion and 
prayer, families and school, com-
passion and service.  �ey are all 
aspects of church life into which 
a fresh spirit has been breathed 
and on all fronts we seem to 
be “turning a corner” on a new 
day for St. Albert the Great.

Turning a Corner



“And what does the LORD require 
of you? To act justly, to love mer-
cy, and to walk humbly with your 
God”  Micah 6:8.

Humble footsteps.  As we begin 
another year at Saint Albert the 
Great School, we have sought the 
wisdom of the prophet Micah in 
acting justly and loving mercy.  
In this upcoming  jubilee year of 
mercy we are challenged to be not 
only stewards of justice, but also 
champions of compassion.  �e 
word “mercy” has multiple ori-
gins and interpretations, but the 
greatest of which is “to give life.”  
When we focus on the dignity 
of each human person (our So-
cial Justice principle for October) 
we are a�rming the life created 
by God. �is year we have invit-
ed our students, sta�, and entire 
community to engage in a great-
er focus on the Catholic Social 
Justice Principles, thus a�rming 
Pope Paul VI’s quote, “If you want 

peace, work for justice.”

We began this month with our 
�rst Principal/Pastor/Parent 
breakfast celebrating the work of 
twenty-eight students who active-

ly engaged in challenge ac-

tivities to support the Dignity of 
Work and the Rights of workers.   
Students engaged in independent 
research on fair trade, just work-
ing conditions, and child labor 

and created powerful and inno-
vative solutions for promoting the 
dignity of work.  We closed each 
day in September with a re�ection 
from an eighth grader about up-
holding the dignity of work and 
the talents of each individual as-
signed from God.  

Likewise, our Rachel’s Challenge 
organization began our October 
focus on Human Dignity with an 
assembly for Grades 4-8 featur-
ing Guest Speaker, Larry Scott, 
the uncle of the late Rachel Joy 
Scott the �rst victim of Colum-
bine High School’s tragic school 
shooting.  He challenged our 
students in the sage words of his 
niece to “seek the good in others, 
to spread kindness, to never lose 
sight of their faith, and to follow 
their dreams in order to make our 
world a better place.”   Jr. High 

students from fourteen area Cath-
olic schools joined our teens in 
a workshop on how to become 
change agents in their schools and 
communities.

As a model for positive change, 
Saint Albert the Great School 
continues to lead our peers in 
safety and innovation.  From the 
newly adopted State Safety Stra-
tegic Plan to the incorporation of 
the Tattletale Response System, 
and Navigate Cloud Security we 
are committed to the security of 
our students and sta�.  Further 
we are humbled by our steadi-
ly increasing enrollment and the 
continued interest of new families 
in Saint Albert the Great School.  
We know that this unprecedented 

growth is only possible from the 
conscientious and caring faculty 
and the supportive parish network 
we consider our extended family. 
Without the continuing generos-
ity of our parish, tuition would 
reach levels that could deter fam-
ilies from making the decision for 
a Catholic Education.  We eagerly 
welcome our new sta� members: 
Mrs. Heather Kaliszewski (Pre-
School), Mrs. Becca Longville  
(1st Grade), Mrs. Jessica Finn(3rd 
Grade), Mrs. Suzanne Keller (Mu-
sic K-8), Mrs. Donna Miszenko 

Page 2
Continued on Page 3

Humble Footsteps: School Life



Coming Together to
Rejoice in Advent

“Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will 
say, Rejoice…�e Lord is near” (Phil 4:4-5)
 
Two new joyful celebrations will take place at St. Albert 
the Great Parish during the �ird Weekend of Advent, 
known as “Gaudete (“Rejoice”) Sunday.  Both will have 
great appeal to families and people of all ages. 

Advent Lessons and Carols
On Saturday, December 12th at 7:00pm, an evening of re-
�ection will guide our meditation on the joyous event of 
the birth of Jesus Christ. Advent Carols sung by our kids 
choir, song leaders, schola, and adult choir (and some spe-
cial celebrity guest artists) and Old Testament Readings 
reverently proclaimed will serve as sources of inspiration 
as we prayerfully consider the great ful�llment of God’s 
plan of salvation and His promise to “be with us” – Em-
manuel.

Bambinelli Blessing
�roughout the weekend of December 12th and 13th, a 
Bambinelli Blessing will be held during all of the Masses at St. Albert the Great. “Bambinelli,” plural for 
the word “bambinello,” refers to the “Baby Jesus” in a Nativity scene. �e Bambinelli Blessing is a thirty 
year old tradition that was started in Rome at the Vatican. During the noon Angelus prayer on Advent’s 
�ird Sunday, the pope blesses all of the Bambinelli that are held up before him by the crowd of people.  
Since then, Roman Catholic churches from around the world, and now ours, have adopted this tradi-
tion.  Every family is invited to bring their “Baby Jesus” from their Nativity Scene to the Mass they attend 
on the �ird Sunday of Advent and receive a blessing alongside the parish bambinelli.  �e Bambinelli 
Blessing will incite us to experience God’s true joy and love that comes to us from the infant Jesus.  Come 
and rejoice in God’s love for you in this new Advent celebration with your parish family.   
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(Intervention Specialist), Mrs. Amber Meholi� (Intervention Specialist), Mrs. Laura Gregg (Speech and 
Language Pathologist), and two additional classroom aides, Mrs. Kelly Kramp and Mrs. Jennifer Kure.  

We continue to be proud of our students for their numerous accomplishments in academics and extra cur-
ricular activities.  However, we are most proud of the di�erence that they make in the lives of those they 
touch.  We continue to strive this year, with your help, to make Saint Albert the Great Parish School one that 
earns the name of a Christian community.  With faith-�lled hearts ready to shine His mercy in the areas in 
most need of justice in our world, we model our lives on the path of humility shown to us by Jesus Christ.

�ank you and God bless you,
Ed Vittardi

Continued from Page 2, School Life



November is a special month at our parish.  It holds the feast day of our 
patron saint, St. Albert the Great.  Who was St. Albert the Great?  Albert 
was a German Dominican friar and a bishop and was known during his 
lifetime as doctor universalis and doctor expertus.  Scholars have referred 
to him as the greatest German philosopher and theologian of the Middle 
Ages. �e Catholic Church honors him as a “Doctor of the Church,” one of 
only 36 so honored.  He is currently known as the Patron Saint of Scientists.

Here at St. Albert the Great Parish, on Sunday, November 15, the Feast Day 
of St. Albert the Great, there will be a special “Parish Devotions” planned. 
Our Liturgical Ministers including Servers, Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors,

Music Ministers, Liturgical Ministers, and Greeters will be commissioned 
and re-commissioned at this special service. �e Blessed Sacrament will 
be exposed following the 12:30 pm Mass and the ministry groups of our 
parish are asked to spend time praying in church at this time. Beginning at 
4:00pm, there will be scripture readings, a homily, commissioning of our 
Liturgical Ministers, a procession with incense, benediction and reposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament.  

�is year, on the third anniversary of Fr. Viall’s death, special prayers and 
blessings of newly cast bronze plaques for Fr. Viall and Fr. Winters, as well 
as blessing our 2014 Church Renovation Donor plaque will take place. All 
parishioners are invited to attend as we, the community of believers here at 
St. Albert the Great celebrate our wonderful parish.

Celebration of St. Albert the Great Feast

Youth Ministry
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Albert preached throughout 
the German and Bohemian re-
gions, becoming one of the most 
famous preachers in Western 
Europe. In 1256, he became a 
papal theologian in Rome. He 
died in 1280. In 1931, Pope Pius 
XI proclaimed him a saint and 
doctor of the church. In 1941, 
Pope Pius XII proclaimed him 
patron saint of natural scientists.

Share A Meal
A homey way to be 
of service

�e de�nition of share ac-
cording to Merriam-Web-
ster.com is “to partake of, 
use, experience, occupy 
or enjoy with others.”  It’s 
fair to say that many of us 
experience sharing on a 
weekly or even daily basis 
as we share our day’s events 
with our spouse, as we en-
joy conversation with a 
friend, or as we gather our 
family to share a meal on 
a Sunday.  We have found 
that there are members of 
our parish family who are 
elderly, struggling with ill-
ness, or grieving the loss of 
a loved one who wish for 
this sharing, particularly a 
meal.  Our parish Share-a-
Meal ministry is busy each 
week of the month �lling 
that need.  �is ministry 
provides a warm, home 
cooked meal once-a-week 
for some members of our 
parish family.  �ose who 
cook are part of a 4 person 

Continued on Page 5
Continued on Page 6

Junior High Youth Ministry News
One of the most exciting and newest additions to SATG is our Junior High 
Youth Ministry! �is ministry is open to all seventh and eighth graders in 
the parish, and we have hit the ground running! Over the summer we came 
together and volunteered at the Parish Picnic. Not only did our members 
help serve food or prizes, but they also went around spreading the good 
news of what youth ministry has to o�er. We continued our summer fun 
by having an ice cream social with a sundae bar �lled with lots of toppings!  
      At our social we signed up for various committees and began planning 
      the year ahead.
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team, so that each volunteer cooks and delivers a dinner just once-a-month.  Currently, the ministry 
has 8 busy teams cooking and delivering a home cooked meal, but the requests for meals continue to 
grow.  We would like to meet that need and are searching for volunteer cooks.  �e “recipe” for cooks is 
simple, and it goes like this….a dash of time (once-a-month!), a pinch more in the pot, and a sprinkle of 
compassion, that’s it!  If you are interested in following this “recipe” to volunteer as a cook and share a bit 
with a fellow parishioner through the Share-a-Meal ministry, contact Lynette Roman at the parish o�ce, 
440-237-6760.  

       In the words of Pope Francis, “When we are generous in welcoming people and sharing something 
       with them – some food, a place in our homes, our time – not only do we no longer remain poor, 
       we are enriched.”

Continued from Page 4, Share a Meal

Parish LinC Groups
A way “in” to living in communion

LinC? No – that’s not a typo! 
�at’s the acronym that we, at 
St. Albert the Great Parish, use 
to say “Living in Communion.” 
Parish LinCs are small groups 
made up of 6-12 parishioners 
who meet on a regular basis, 
the frequency of which de-

pends on the group’s choice. �e main aim of these 
parish small groups is to “linc” parishioners with 
one another and with the larger faith community. 
�e meeting place is typically the home of one of 
the group members and it’s not uncommon for it to 
be held potluck-style, with each member bringing 
food or drink to share. A�er socializing for a bit, 
the group joins in prayer by using the Parish LinC 
Letter which exposes them to just a verse or two 
of the upcoming Sunday Gospel. �rough easy and 
friendly conversation the individuals in the group 
make a connection of that verse with some aspect 
of their personal lives and faith. �e Word of God 
comes alive in our midst. 

But along with this connection of faith with their 
lives, the members of the groups form bonds with 
one another (what we know as “communion”) that 
are unique, faith-�lled and meaningful. �e Stern-
bergs started a LinC group about a year ago. �ey 
meet monthly at their house with about 12 people 
whom they now consider their small group or LinC 
family. “�ese are people in our lives who have 
�lled a void that we didn’t even know we had. We 
share faith, we laugh – we share everything. We 
support and encourage each other in a way that not 
only connects us with one another and with our 

great parish, but encourages us to go out and share 
the joy of our faith with other people we meet in 
our everyday lives.”

In addition to re�ecting on the upcoming Sun-
day Gospel, the LinC groups share in other activ-
ities at their gatherings that strengthen the “linc” 
among them. With leadership and direction from 
the parish sta�, some discuss a common life expe-
rience such as living as neighbors together in their 
neighborhood, others on being a newcomer at the 
parish, or still others focus on our teaching of our 
Catholic faith through the use of various study ma-
terials. Whatever the additional activity, it’s based 

on growing our parish life and communion and 
their choice of what will be most valuable to the 
group. �at’s part of the beauty of the groups – they 
are customized to meet the needs of its members.

To learn more about starting a Parish LinC group, 
or joining in on one, contact Mary Pat Frey at the 
parish o�ce: 440-237-6760, mfrey@saint-albert.
org. �ey’re guaranteed to provide a pathway “in” 
to more fully “living in communion.”
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Once school was back in session we continued 
meeting in our committees. In September we were 
inspired by Pope Francis’ visit to the U.S. and we 
held our outdoor “Pontifex” event! We gathered 
in the courtyard and played “Pope Trivia” and 
learned great things about the Pope. Before we le� 
we learned about the Pope’s “Five Finger Prayer” 
(learn more about the Five Finger Prayer at http://catholic.
org/prayers/prayer.php?p=3396) that helps us remember 
who to pray for by using each one of our �ngers. 
In October we were busy planning our �ursday 
Night Bon�re and our 
Youth Ministry Pump-
kin Fest!

High School Youth 
Ministry News
Our High School 
Youth Ministry start-
ed this summer with 
a group who attend-
ed the Steubenville 
Youth Conferences. 
We look forward to per-
haps attending again next summer in addition to 
the week-long Youth Conference at the University 
of Notre Dame! 

We also started a new tradition this summer: the 
“Incoming Freshmen Mass for New Beginnings.” 
We invited the day school and PSR Class of 2015 to 
this Mass in order to bless them as they transition 
into their new high schools. We also held dinner in

the courtyard with some upperclassmen, who gave 
them great advice. Plans are already in the works 
for 2016!

During the fall we continue to meet for weekly 
prayer and re�ection on Wednesday nights. Each 
week we experience a di�erent way of prayer. We 
have participated in “�e Examen” by St. Ignatius, 
in addition to Adoration, personal re�ection, and 
singing contemporary songs. We also like to meet 
once a month on Sunday nights and, to kick o� fall, 

we made caramel ap-
ples! 

Our Youth Ministries 
do work together on 
occasion! We teamed 
up for the Parish Clam 
Bake (a BIG thank you 
to everyone who came 
and supported us)! We 
also recorded music 
together for our “Walk 

the Rosary” event that took place at Hinckley Lake. 
We recorded a variety of Marian songs and prayers. 
A copy of our recording can be found on our web-
site, and we look forward to recording more music 
in the future! 

Don’t forget to check us out on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram! 

Katie Nowak, Youth Minister

Con�rmation: April 15th, 2016
Events along the way
It is hard to believe but our Con�rmation preparation is in 
full swing! Over the summer, our eighth grade Con�rma-
tion Candidates worked hard earning their service hours. 
�ey are required to do six general hours, two justice hours 
(which help the poor and vulnerable), and two prayer hours. 

Over the summer, I had many Candidates share their ser-
vice experiences with me. I was overjoyed by their

Continued from Page 4, Youth Ministry

Continued on Page 7
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November
15 ................................................4:00pm Parish Feast Celebrations
21 ................ Community Leaf Raking - call the rectory for details
26 ................................................................�anksgiving Mass 9am
December
2 ................................ 8:00pm High School Advent Prayer Service
5 ...................................................................  Cra� Fair 8:00-3:00pm
5/6 ................................................................ Giving Tree tag pick up
7 ..................................................... �e Immaculate Conception of 
                                  the Blessed Virgin Mary Vigil Mass - 6:30pm
8 ..................................................... �e Immaculate Conception of 
                                    the Blessed Virgin Mary:  6:30/8:15/7:00pm
12  ........................................... 7:00pm Advent Lessons and Carols 
..................................................................Giving Tree gi�s returned
13 .............................................................Giving Tree gi�s returned
............................................. Jr. High Christmas party 3:00-5:00pm
14 ................ 7:00 pm  Communal Penance Service (confessions)
18 ....................7:00pm Children’s Christmas Concert (Lis Family hall)

19 ............................... 9:00am-11:00am  Last Advent Confessions
January
7 ....................................................................... Kindergarten kicko�
9 .................................................First Reconciliation 9:15-11:15am
10 ................................................School Open House 1:00-3:00pm
23/24 ................................................... Service Day Sign Up Sunday
30 ....................................................... 6:30pm Appreciation Dinner
February
7 ............................... El Salvador Mission Team Super Bowl Party
10 .........................................................................Ash Weds/Fish Fry

Upcoming Events

 strong will and their positive atti-
tudes. I joined some of our Candi-
dates at various locations such as the 
West Side Catholic Center, the Parma 
Heights Produce Giveaway, and right 
here at Saint Albert the Great! It was 
very nice sharing in these opportuni-
ties with not only the Candidates, but 
their parents as well. I must say that 
I am very proud of our Saint Albert 
community!

A�er their hours were completed, 
the Candidates attended one of our 
Service Meetings where they shared 
their service experiences with those 
around them. Together with their 
parents, they re�ected on how their 
service related to the Last Judgement, 
�e Beatitudes, �e Corporal Works 
of Mercy, and the Seven �emes of 
Catholic Social Teaching. 

Our next stop is downtown Cleve-
land at the Cathedral to ful�ll our 
prayer requirement, where Fr. Estok 
will celebrate Mass with us and give a 
tour in November. I hope to see all of 
our Candidates there! 

Katie Nowak, Youth Minister 

Continued from Page 6, Con�rmation

Save the Dates:

• Fish Fry’s During Lent
   Ash Wednesday and
   Every Friday of Lent
   (except March 11th and 25th) 

• February 13 - PreCana
• February 20 - Women’s Renewal
• February 27 - Men’s Renewal
• March 4 & 5 - Parish Service Day
• March 12 - St. Patrick’s Reverse Raffle

Monthly Events
• Third Thursday Theology with Fr. Estok

• Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Weekly on Sunday’s at the 9:30 am mass

• Community Meal -Last Sunday of the month from 3:00-5:00pm

• Welcome Registration - Second Sunday of the month at noon 

• Communion Sunday - Third Sunday of the month
   Donuts a�er the 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00am Masses

• Wedding Anniversary Blessing - First Sunday of the month



Weekly Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil
4:00pm and 5:30pm

Sunday
8:00am, 9:30am 11:00am, 
12:30pm, and 6:00pm

Weekdays
6:45am and 8:15am
Saturday Morning 8:15am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:00 - 4:00pm and 5:00 - 5:30pm 
Every  Sunday – 10:30am
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Christmas Mass Schedule:
   December 24th - Vigil
    4:00pm (Church and Hall)
    6:00pm and 10:00pm
   December 25th - Day
   8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 
    and 12:30pm
   December 26th - no 8:15am Mass

Solemnity of Mary - New Year’s Day
   December 31st - Vigil   
   4:00 and 5:30pm
   January 1st - Day
   8:00am and 11:00am

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
   Communal Penance Service
   December 14th - 7:00pm
   Confessions
   December 19th - 9:00am - 11:00am


