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Adding Life
The Lenten and Easter sea-
sons are upon us and they 
speak to our never-ending  
longing for new and eternal 
life in Christ.  That new and 
eternal life is being “added” to 
St. Albert parish through our 
faithful efforts to deepen and 
widen our Holy Communion 
here.  Our vision 2016, “Ev-
ery One Add One” (+ONE), 
is inspiring the addition of a 
lot of new life. +ONE is the 
call for each parish member 
to become an “inviter” of one 
other person. That growth in 
our members and extension 
into our families and neigh-
borhoods will certainly add 
new life! Join us by taking re-
sponsibility for the life of the 
Church and reaching out to 
someone you love who is away 
from Church.  Welcome them 
to join you.

Some of our +ONE parish 
efforts at “adding life” are li-
turgical. Our new communal 
celebration of penance (Mar. 
23rd), our celebration of 
Tenebrae during Holy Week 
(April 1st), and our weekly 
celebrations of Mass in our 
finally completed renovated 
church  - all these and more    
                help us to deepen and 
                    widen our Commu-
         nion and turn members 

into “inviters” adding new life 
to the church.

Faith Formation is another 
place where our   +ONE    min-
istries are adding life espe-
cially in the building of LinC  
(Living in Communion) Small 
Groups.  New life is being 
added every month as more 
and more parishioners are 
associating themselves with 
others in monthly “LinCing” 
groups.  Many parishioners 
are adding life to their weekly 
faith by utilizing the “Parish 
LinC Letter” (www.parishlin-
cletter.blogspot.com) as a way 
to prepare for the Sunday lit-
urgy by reflecting and sharing 
faith around God’s Word. Add 
some life and faith to your 
journey by “LinCing”. Broth-
er Loughlan Sofield taught us 
this Lent that “forgiving is an 
essential doorway to commu-
nity and faith.” And, of course, 
our “Renewing Our Commu-
nion” Renewals are changing 
people’s hearts as they deepen 
their share in the communion 
of the faithful here.

Our youngest parishioners are 
adding life in their “renewed” 
formation processes for First 
Communion and Confirma-
tion.  Through the good lead-
ership of their parents, every-
one’s faith is being shared and 
grown.  +ONE. Parents 
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have been asking for a children’s play-
ground since I arrived at St. Albert and 
this Spring a great playground will be 
installed on the back field of the par-
ish.  New Life in so many ways. 

Lastly, all of these additions of life in 
our parish community are visible in 
the annual financial report that is pre-
sented in this issue of our Highlights 
newsletter.  Thank you for all of your 
support of these great ministries and 
community.

Please consider deepening your com-
munion with God through the Church. 
Please join in any of these renewed 
ministries at St. Albert.  Pass on the 
good news of St. Albert faith-in-Com-
munion and see if you can’t “Add Life” 
+ONE  .
                              by Fr. Edward Estok

During our Parish Lenten Mission on 
Sunday, March 1st, Brother Loughlan So-
field, S.T., author of the book Facing For-

giveness, taught us about an important element in living a life 
of   Christian discipleship. Speaking at two different  inspir-
ing sessions, Brother Sofield uncovered the incredible pow-
er of forgiving. Like all gifts from God, forgiving is a special 
charge that Jesus has given his disciples - forgive as you have 
been forgiven. Additionally, forgiving is a grace for living, one 
that provides peace and joy which cannot be mustered with 
only human effort.

Forgiving  demands great courage because 
it is  not  the  “typical”  human reaction to 
injury. We therefore must seek God’s help 
in this necessary cure of  the desire to “get 
even”  when hurt by others.  Br.   Sofield 
helped us to see that forgiving  is a balm 
that not only soothes the wounded soul but 
also offers a pathway to loving that cannot 
be found without it. 

Our gratitude goes out to Brother  Soefield  for sharing his 
time, his wisdom, and his hope in the reality of living as dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ.

Let’s Face it – We need to 
forgive! In fact, it’s the key 

to life in communion.



Greetings and Happy New Year! 
2015 has begun with a flurry of ex-
citement. Despite the cold tempera-
tures things are heating up at St. Al-
bert the Great School!  The students 
returned from their Christmas vaca-
tion to a celebration of our Catholic 
identity during our Star-Studded 
Spectacular Catholic Schools’ Week.  
The week commenced with parent 
speakers at each of our masses, pro-
viding heartfelt testimony for the 
importance of Catholic education.  
Throughout the week we honored 
our Community, Parish Staff, Stu-
dents, Faculty, and Parents through 
a variety of exciting activities from 
a school-wide BINGO game to a 
Family Mass.  We rolled out the red 
carpet in celebration of our out-
standing educators and spirited staff.  

Championing the Parish-wide ini-
tiative of growth, we welcomed three 
additional students to our thriving 
school community.  Our Kinder-
garten Kick-Off and Pre-School 
registration numbers reflect posi-
tively for next year.  In a time when 
many Catholic schools are closing 
their doors, we are truly blessed 
to witness such promise for future 
growth.  In addition to our stu-
dent population, our commitment 
to school safety intensifies with the 
adoption of the Navigate platform, 
which houses our Crisis Informa-
tion in a cloud-based server. Fox 8 
news ran a special segment featuring 
security on February 10th (http://
fox8.com/2015/02/10/virtual-safe-
ty-local-school-ramps-up-securi-
ty-plans/.)  Coupling technology 
with education, we are eager to be-
gin a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) enrichment 
program for our third-fifth grad-
ers this spring.   Students will meet 
on a weekly basis to explore these 
fields in hands-on learning experi-
ences that bolster their interest in 

these as future avenues for career 
exploration.   Another technolog-
ical enhancement to our building, 
the Pay-for-It system, provides a 
pre-paid electronic debit system for 
parents to purchase school lunches 
and before and after care services.   
Once the snow clears, we are eager 
to break ground for our PTO spon-
sored playground, the culmination 
of many years of strategic planning.  
 
Recognizing that our achievements 
and continued progress have at their 
core the steady hand of Jesus Christ, 
we turn our eyes towards His as we 
prepare our hearts for this most holy 
Lenten season.  “Reconciled as One,” 
we embark on our Lenten journey 
through a renewed commitment to 
prayer and almsgiving, recognizing 
forgiveness as a key theme in our ef-
forts to live in communion with one 
another.  Each child will be encour-
aged to practice humble sacrifice in 
monetary donations through Proj-
ect Rice Bowl, through an offering 
of service in our parish-wide Service 
Day, and through the celebration of 
the healing sacrament of Reconcil-
iation.  Our eighth graders are pre-
paring their hearts for Confirmation 
this spring, through a transforma-
tional experience in our school-wide 
retreat on Holy Thursday.  Here they 
will be invited to embrace the call 
to catechetical leadership, sharing 
their faith through prayer, activi-
ties, and dramatic interpretation of 
the Holy Triduum.  As a commu-
nity of faith we will strive to enter 
into a deeper communion with the 
risen Christ and with one another.  

We thank you for your contin-
ued support and ask that you 
keep us in prayer in this most 
Holy Season.  God Bless You.

            Ed Vittardi, Principal
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LinC? No – that’s not a typo! 
That’s the acronym that we, at 
St. Albert the Great Parish, use 
to say “living in communion”. 
Parish LinCs are small groups 
made up of 6-12 parishioners 
who meet on a regular basis, the 
frequency of which depends on 
the group’s choice. The main aim 
of these parish small groups is to 
“linc” parishioners with one an-

other and with the larger faith 
community. The meeting place 
is typically the home of one of 
the group members and it’s not 
uncommon for it to be held pot-
luck-style, with each member 
bringing a food or drink item to 
share. After socializing for a bit, 
the group joins in prayer by using 
the Parish LinC Letter which ex-
poses them to just a verse or two 
of the upcoming Sunday Gospel. 
Through easy and friendly con-
versation the individuals in the 
group make a connection of that 
verse with some aspect of their 
personal lives and faith. Through 
that simple conversation they 
find that Scripture is not only 
something that relates 

to thousands of years ago or just 
for church worship, but even to 
their own lives today – here and 
now. The Word of God is alive in 
our midst. 

But along with this connection of 
faith with their lives, the mem-
bers of the groups form bonds 
with one another (what we know 
as “communion”) that are unique, 
faith-filled and meaningful. 

Barb and Brian Sternberg started 
a LinC group about one year ago. 
They meet monthly at their house 
with about 12 people whom they 
now consider their small group 
or LinC family. “These are peo-
ple in our lives who have filled 
a void that we didn’t even know 
we had. We share faith, we laugh 
– we share everything. We sup-
port and encourage each other 
in a way that not only connects 
us with one another and with our 
great parish, but encourages us 
to go out and share the joy of our 
faith with other people we meet 
in our everyday lives. There is a 
profound feeling of the presence 
of Jesus in the room when we 
gather. In fact, quite simply, there 

is a lot of love in the room.”
In addition to reflecting on the 
upcoming Sunday Gospel, the 
LinC groups share in other ac-
tivities at their gatherings that 
strengthen the “linc” among 
them. With leadership and direc-
tion from the parish staff, some 
discuss a common life experi-
ence such as living as neighbors 
together in their neighborhood, 

others on being  a newcomer at 
the parish, or still others focus 
on our teaching of our Catho-
lic faith through the use of var-
ious study materials. Whatever 
the additional activity, it’s based 
on growing our parish life and 
communion and their choice of 
what will be most valuable to the 
group. That’s part of the beauty of 
the groups – they are customized 
to meet the needs of its members.

To learn more about starting a 
Parish LinC group, or joining in 
on one, contact Mary Pat Frey 
at the parish office: 237-6760, 
mfrey@saint-albert.org. They’re 
guaranteed to provide a pathway 
“in” to more fully “living in com-
munion”.

Parish LinC Groups
A way “in” to living in communion
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First Eucharist
The second grade students will celebrate their First 
Holy Communion on May 2nd (Family style) and 
May 9th (day school and PSR groups). The children 
are excited to be called to the Lord’s Table and are 
well-prepared to receive this important Sacrament 
of Initiation.  Although they began their prepara-
tion well before Lent, much of it takes place during 
this holy season when we renew our focus on the 
Paschal Mystery. Preparing for First Holy Commu-
nion is a journey in Faith to be closer to Christ by 
joining Him at his table in the Eucharist, the em-
bodiment of the Paschal Mystery. Helping my son 
prepare for his First Holy Communion during this 
time has helped our family focus more intently 
on Lent’s mission to call to mind Jesus’ suffering, 
death, and resurrection as well as His presence in 
the Eucharist and the great gift of Eternal life He 
won for us.

By Lisa Dabramo, Parent of First Communicant

Confirmation
160 eighth graders in the day school and PSR pro-
gram are undergoing spiritual preparation to re-
ceive the Sacrament of Confirmation on May 1st.  
This year, a Confirmation Team was formed to as-
sist students.  It is made up of adult parishioners 
who volunteer their time to serve as table leaders 
for the candidates when they gather together once 
a month.  Each member of the team directs a small 
group of students during faith-sharing events, help-
ing them to understand and discuss the importance 
of their faith life.  Matthew Kelly’s Decision Point 
Confirmation program is being used during these 
sessions, providing the team with a useful textbook, 
activities, and video presentations.  The candidates 
have benefited tremendously from this new pro-
gram, gaining a better understanding of the value 
in serving others in need, as well as choosing their 
Confirmation sponsor and name.    

By Stephen Hodermarsky, PSR Teacher
 

Second Communion
In 2011 the celebration of first holy Communion 
was moved from Sunday afternoons to Saturday. 
That change gave rise to the “second communion”. 
As the name indicates, the parish masses on Satur-
day evening and Sunday masses following first holy 
Communion are an opportunity for the children 
and their families to come and celebrate the week-
end liturgy. We invite the children to don their first
communion outfits and to bring the religious gifts 
they have received to the mass for a blessing. The 
communicants are invited forward and they receive 
a blessing and their religious articles are blessed.
These children are the treasure of our community 
and their faith is so beautifully celebrated not only 
at first communion but now at “second commu-
nion”.

Children’s Sacred Moments
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Lenten Programming
•  Friday Fish Fry’s: March 6th, 20th, and 27th

•  5:30pm Mass added to the mass schedule Monday - Friday
•  Stations of the Cross following the 5:30pm Mass on Friday’s

Upcoming Events
March 1  .................Brother Sofield speaking at the masses and
leading two sessions at 2pm and 7pm in the McDermott 
Family hall Forgiving: A Key to Life inCommunion
March 4  ..................................... Diocesan Confessions (5-8pm)
March 6 and 7  ................................................Parish Service Day
March 19  ....... Parish Lenten Programming. Part 2 an evening 
of reflection on Forgiving: A Key to Life in Communion 
Facing Forgiveness 7pm in the McDermott Family Hall
March 21  ............................Lenten Concert 7pm in the Church
                   ...............................................................Youth Renewal
March 23  ............................... Communal Penance Service 7pm
March 27  ................. 1st Graders  Stations of the Cross 6:30pm 
March 28  .............................................. Confessions 9am - 11am
April 1  .............................. Tenebrae Service 8pm in the church
April 2  ............ Holy Thursday Mass of our Lord’s Supper 7pm
April 3  ...........................Good Friday Passion of our Lord 3pm
April 4  ................Holy Saturday Blessing of the Food 10-11am
               ...........................................................Easter Vigil 8:45pm
April 5  .....................................................................Easter Sunday
April 8  ....................................................Divorce Support Begins
April 12  ...........................................Breavement Support Begins
April 18  ............................................................Women’s Renewal
May 1  .................................................... Confirmation Mass 7pm
May 3  ............................... Family-Style First Holy Communion
May 9  ...........First Holy Communion 10am (PSR) 1pm (Day School)

May 10  ..................Second Holy Communion at all the Masses
May 31  .................... 8th Grade Baccalaureate Mass at 12:30pm

Regularly Scheduled Calendar Events
• Every Sunday during the School Year – Preschool Sunday    
   School during 9:30 Mass
• 2nd Sunday of the Month – Welcome Registration following 
  11am Mass
• 2nd and 4th Sundays of the Month – Children’s Liturgy of 
  the Word during 9:30 Mass
• 3rd Sunday of the Month -After Mass Social
• Last Sunday of the Month -North Royalton Community Meal
• Save the Date for our Annual Parish Picnic -Sunday, July 12th 

Watch the bulletin for information on our first 
Parish Pictorial Directory! 

Have your family picture taken by a professional 
photographer for free and included in our directory

Feeding the Hungry
Over 10,000 meals served to those in need! 

It is with absolute exhilaration, yet ex-
pression of humility, to share that the 
SATG Feeding the Hungry Ministry has 
achieved the milestone of serving it’s 
10,000th meal to those in need, all since 
May 2013. Yes, it is fair to say that this 
is a noteworthy accomplishment, but it 
is even more inspiring to hear of what it 
means for the 100 plus dedicated volun-
teers who make it all possible. For them, 
it’s not about the volume and number of 
meals served. It is more about the rela-
tionships that have been formed amongst 
team members and the act of giving of 
themselves to those that are served. Many 
of our monthly volunteers will say that 
THEY are the ones who are on the receiv-
ing end, not our brothers and sisters who 
are in need. 

Thank you to all who make it happen...
our meal leaders, cooks, servers, donors, 
and Fr. Estok who let us run with it! 

In the words of Pope Francis...
“One human family, food for all”



Weekly Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil
4:00pm and 5:30pm

Sunday
8:00am, 9:30am 11:00am, 
12:30pm, and 6:00pm

Weekdays
6:45am and 8:15am
Saturday Morning 8:15am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:00 - 4:00pm and 5:00 - 5:30pm 
Every  Sunday – 10:30am
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Holy Week
April 1 - Tenebrae Service: 8:00pm in the Church
April 2 - Holy Thursday Mass of our Lord’s Supper: 7:00pm 
April 3 - Good Friday Passion of our Lord: 3:00pm
April 4 - Holy Saturday Blessing of the Food: 10:00am and 11:00am

Easter Mass Schedule
April 4 - Easter Vigil 8:45pm
April 5 - Easter Sunday 8:00am, 9:30am (Church and Hall)
                11:00am (Church and Hall) and 12:30pm


